
Noon Bible Study: Ezra 7-8
Many exiles have returned to Jerusalem and now after a lengthy investigation into the legality and validity of the temple 
project, the rebuilding of the house of God is complete.  The worship of the true God has resumed at last.  In chapters 7-8 
we will meet Ezra who will be sent from Persia/Babylon to Jerusalem.  He’ll bring with him additional exiles, many of whom 
are priests and he will proceed with this journey with the blessing of the King of Persia himself.

Ezra 7:1-7 - Ezra Arrives In Jerusalem

Finally, Ezra, the namesake of our book arrives in Jerusalem and in our story.  The first few verses of chapter 7 
give us some insight into who Ezra was.

Biologically he is the direct descendant of Aaron, the first High Priest.  Spiritually he is a “scribe, skilled in the 
law of Moses, and has “the hand of the LORD his God” upon him (v. 6).  He appears to have requested the opportunity 
go to Jerusalem and will travel with a commissioning from the King, Artaxerxes (more on this later).

Ezra 7:8-10 - Ezra’s Purpose

Here we learn of the reason why Ezra has traveled (the 4 month journey!) to Jerusalem: to study the law of the 
LORD, practice it and teach God’s statutes and ordinances in Israel.  Zerubbabel’s mission was spiritual, but 
related to physical construction - now Ezra’s mission is also spiritual, but in the traditional, religious and 
devotional sense.

Ezra 7:11-20 - Artaxerxes’ Letter (Part 1)

Artaxerxes issues a decree allowing Ezra, along with any remaining people of Israel in Babylon/Persia to return 
to Jerusalem.  He sends his blessing and financial and material support to be used to sacrifice and provide for the 
returning people and the Jerusalem temple.

Ezra 7:21-24 - Artaxerxes’ Letter (Continued)

Let’s think about what we just read.  The pagan leader of the current world empire is ordering that his kingdom 
support the people and worship of the LORD.  Think about this in it’s true historical context and not as if it is just 
a cute Bible story, where of course everyone is helping God’s people - this is really an amazing thing.  Let’s re-
read this section in the New Living Translation:

Ezra 7:21-24 (NLT) - “I, Artaxerxes the king, hereby send this decree to all the treasurers in the province 
west of the Euphrates River: 'You are to give Ezra, the priest and teacher of the law of the God of heaven, 
whatever he requests of you.  22 You are to give him up to 7,500 pounds of silver, 500 bushels of wheat, 
550 gallons of wine, 550 gallons of olive oil, and an unlimited supply of salt.  23 Be careful to provide 
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whatever the God of heaven demands for his Temple, for why should we risk bringing God's anger against the 
realm of the king and his sons?  24 I also decree that no priest, Levite, singer, gatekeeper, Temple servant, 
or other worker in this Temple of God will be required to pay tribute, customs, or tolls of any kind.' 

Ezra 7:25-26 - Artaxerxes’ Letter (regarding Ezra)

Ezra is arriving in Jerusalem with both God & the emperor’s blessing and commission to teach the people the ways of 
the LORD.  We begin to see in this chapter that the people, though returned to the promised land, and resuming the 
worship (Passover, Festivals, etc), may not know or be following the words of the covenant to the “T”.

The words of God given to Moses are what ensured that the nation was “special/chosen” - it was how they would 
remain “holy as I am holy”.  It wasn’t just their best guess at what actions and plans would be pleasing to God, it 
was Their adherence to the exact word of God.  And this is why what Ezra was bringing was so important.  Clearly, 
from the next verses, we see that Ezra was amazed at this task:

Ezra 7:27-28 - Ezra’s Response

Ezra is and will be a leader, but he is humble to recognize this is God’s doing.

Ezra 8:1-14 - List Of Additional People Who Traveled With Ezra

ESV Study Bible: :The party that returned with Ezra was a considerable addition to the community in Judah. 
It is numbered here according to the heads of their fathers’ houses, i.e., heads of families (v. 1).”

As we read another list of names which are mostly unknown to us and to the Biblical story, we can highlight a few 
things.  First, the returning group includes descendants of the Aaronic priestly line:

There are two priestly divisions, namely, Phinehas (v. 2; son of Eleazar, Num. 25:7) and Ithamar (Ezra 8:2; 
see Ex. 28:1). These were the remaining sons of Aaron following the judgment on Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10:1
–7). (ESV Study Bible)

Secondly, the mention of “the sons of David” in verse 2 indicates members of the Davidic dynasty royal line

Ezra’s party therefore aims to replenish the priesthood, and perhaps also to renew the claims of the Davidic 
house to rule in Judah. (ESV Study Bible)

Ezra 8:15-20 - No Levites!

Ezra meets with this traveling caravan just outside of Babylon (v. 15).  Ezra discovers that he has many men, and 
even some priests, but no Levites amongst his group.  The Levites had special functions within the temple service 
that would be left undone without them.  He calls for a second search of remaining Jews in Babylon to inquire 
about those who were from the tribe of Levi.  He finds some, who agree to join Ezra and return to Jerusalem.
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Ezra considers the finding of the Levites, God’s favorable hand upon him and his group (v. 18).

Ezra 8:21-23 - Ezra’s Heart

Before this group of exiles set out to return to Jerusalem, they sought the LORD through fasting.  What a great 
example for us.  Consider that they already had the LORD’s backing, the king’s backing and the people and resources 
ready to go, but they pause to honor God and prepare their hearts for this journey.  They did not consider their 
journey something that was their own doing or that they wanted to casually approach.

We also see Ezra’s heart to show in practice that they trusted in a powerful God.  Apparently there were certain 
things to be worried or scared of - having royal troops as an escort would have been helpful! But Ezra did not 
want to declare the power and might and existence of a great God of Israel and then fall back on “human 
strength” to care for the people.  Though fear may have been present - he was filled with faith and really wanted 
to trust God.

We claim to serve a risen savior and a powerful God.  But do our actions speak to the fact that we really believe 
this or are they just words?  James tells us that “faith without works is dead.”  Do we say we believe God can heal 
but only seek human help and never pray to be healed?  Do we say God is our provider yet work ourselves to a point 
of anxiety or exhaustion or not give of our money to the LORD’s church or work?  Do we say God is faithful and 
believe his word will come to pass but then fear when we see things in the world going awry?  You see these and 
countless other examples and situations are the moments where we really show that we have faith.  You can’t “see” 
faith, but you can see a person of faith living in light of what they supposedly believe.

Ezra believes God is calling him and will protect him and so he is acting like it by not requesting the king’s 
troops.  He put his faith into action, which is the only way faith really makes sense.

Ezra 8:24-30 - Resource Accounting 

Ezra 8:31-36 - Arrival and Sacrificing At Last

The people finally arrive after a nearly 4 month, 900 mile journey.  After a 3 day rest and recharge they 
immediately begin sacrificing to the LORD in his temple.  And so begins Ezra’s time in Jerusalem.  He was sent by God 
to teach and instruct the nation in the ways of the LORD and as we read on we will learn how it will unfold.

LUNCH SIGN UP
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